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The Expansion of Turkey’s Regional Role After 2016
(Ambitions and Objectives)
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Abstract:

This research explores the evolution of Turkey’s regional role in the post-
2016 period, focusing on the strategic ambitions and objectives driving its
foreign policy. The study investigates how domestic political transformations,
regional instability, and global power shifts have reshaped Ankara’s behavior as
an emerging regional actor. By analyzing Turkey’s involvement in the Arab
region, the Eastern Mediterranean, and broader geopolitical arenas, the paper
identifies key patterns in its diplomatic, military, and economic strategies. The
research adopts a qualitative analytical approach, using theoretical perspectives
on regional power dynamics to interpret Turkey’s external engagement.
Ultimately, the study aims to assess whether Turkey’s growing regional
presence reflects a coherent strategic vision or reactive pragmatism shaped by
complex regional realities.

Keywords: Regional role, Turkey, Post-2016, Political ambition, foreign
policy objectives.
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