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The Role of Political Parties in Consolidating the Democratic
Experience in Iraq (2003—-2014): A Study of Roles and Challenges

Ty P DU I PRV dye A L5 a0
AE Ju) daals — (SN sgaall Agad daaly — duluad) aglal) 44<
Brwa.ibrahim@epu.edu.qi ashti.fathi@uod.ac

YOYSIAIY :padl Jad f s Yave 1)y sl il gl

toadlall

Pa @hall A Ladahianl) Lot fr & Lbadl ChaY) en dulad ) i) 138 gy
ALl ilascse oling Lpwbsed) Alaad) 53} 3 Lol Loy DS s (T4 ) =Y 40 ¥) Badl
i Al meidl e Gl adiel el cigaly S basill 5yl ddas s ) ¢ alienl)
Leshal Jlal (0)aall zrgiall (e S cla ooy Leitillag syl sl zrgially cdusbad) i) sk
Aaa SV il pally Lpnpilly ygiandll mguantll ) Vit cdpbaljhanl) - 3Lailly ) g A
sy el Al jsen 8 Caagad daabiadl QY o Coad) il gl L iaiadidl
dobee aes Lay cdypsie) cllald) B 8 A Laaly (Anlany) dudlial alasy (o) AS5La)
2 b d ) baas e dahall ce S (k) 8y Y0 Y ale aan abiendl Jeail
Lol mlladll Jalay el 83Lal diadds il Lualienl) Ciecas i) Laclad)
G ) cadgally Lnedy) DAy Lunainall cilaloi) il e Sad cdlgal) cilise ae
i o (A Gnd) paling Akl al) il laall g (e 3ag dalal) Clissgall 5oliS Canial
Akhianll Golas by galy (A drsade drubo Bhal bl 3yall 8 ddahianl) 20yl
JalSia il a3 Aoyl dpalel) dal) Sy Ao Lusally £dlailly ()53al) Baliass a3ilis cAulalal)
L) paband) AUl Ll dls pll DA gigals 3 @banilly Lbcd) Y1 0l

Jsail) il el ¢ 3hall cAkahanll duyail) cdowbudl QaY) rdalida alall
csial) el pUail) ¢ alhasll

Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the role of political parties in consolidating
the democratic experience in Iraq during the period (2003-2014) by highlighting
their contributions to managing the political process and building the institutions
of the democratic system, alongside an analysis of the most prominent
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challenges that faced their performance. The research relies on the historical
method to trace the evolution of political parties, the analytical method to study
their functions and roles, and the comparative method to analyze their

performance in light of democratic literature and models, based on constitutional
and legislative texts as well as specialized academic studies. The results showed
that political parties contributed to enhancing party pluralism, expanding
political participation, organizing electoral competition, and participating in the
formation of constitutional authorities, which supported the democratic
transition process after 2003. Conversely, the study revealed major challenges
represented by political quotas (Muhasasa), weak internal democracy, the
personalization of party leadership, and the overlap of party interests with state
institutions, as well as the impact of societal divisions and regional and
international interventions. These factors weakened the efficiency of public
institutions and limited the consolidation of democratic practices. The research
concludes that the success of the democratic experience in Iraq requires
institutional political parties that adopt national programs, practice internal
democracy, and commit to the rule of law, transparency, and accountability. The
scientific value of the study lies in providing an integrated analysis of the role of
political parties and the challenges they faced during the foundational stage of
the Iraqi political system.

Keywords: Political Parties, Democratic Experience, Iraq, Party Pluralism,
Democratic Transition, Iraqi Political System.
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