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Abstract:

Judicial investigations into domestic violence crimes are a set of procedures
taken by the competent authorities to gather the necessary evidence and indications to
prove the crime occurred and attribute it to its perpetrator. Crimes occurring within the

family are considered in accordance with the law. There is no criminal court in Iraq
specializing in domestic violence crimes. However, the Supreme Judicial Council
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established investigative courts and misdemeanor courts specializing in family cases in
Statement No. 9 of 2021 in each appeals district. No provision was made for the
formation of a court specializing in all types of domestic violence crimes, including a
criminal court. These courts operate within their jurisdictions in accordance with the
provisions of applicable laws. Legislators have set aside specific provisions for these
crimes, including confidentiality of trials for reasons related to public morals. These
provisions must be respected, as they constitute an integral part of societal ethics, and
to protect the family unit from disintegration and the issuance of a protection order.
The aim of this research on judicial investigation into domestic violence crimes is to
know how the Iraqi legislator has dealt with the issue of forming specialized courts in
domestic violence cases, their jurisdictions and the specificity of their criminal
procedures, through the applicable legislation and draft laws. This research was a
comparison with some countries and was divided into two sections. The first section
deals with defining judicial investigation into domestic violence crimes, while the
second section deals with the specificity of trial procedures in domestic violence
crimes. Then we concluded the research with a set of conclusions and proposals.

Keywords: judicial investigation, domestic violence, confidentiality of trial,
protection order.
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